
l\1INUTES 
WORK SESSION OF THE 

COLQUITI COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

S:OOp.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Denver 
Braswell. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss upcoming agenda items and any other 
county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Marc DeMott, 
Commissioner - Elect Mike Boyd, Paul Nagy, Johnny Hardin, and Chairman Denver F. 
Braswell. Also present was County Administrator Chas Cannon, County Attorney Lester 
M. Castellow, and County Clerk Melissa Lawson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Sheriff Rod Howell, Solid Waste Manager Stacy Griffin, Chief 
Compliance Officer Justin H. Cox, Road Superintendent Stan Kirksey, and Lynn Wilson. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Chris Hunnicutt. 

:MENTAL HEALTH UPDATE: Lynn Wilson, DBHDD Regional Advisory Council 
appointee and Gail Davenport, Chairman of the Regional Advisory Council, discussed the 
results of a recent survey initiated by the Regional Advisory Council. Ms. Wilson stated that 
Colquitt County had more responses than any other county in the state of Georgia. 

In closing, Mrs. Wilson thanked the Board for their support of the community mental health 
effort. 

COVID - 19 VACCINE UPDATE - COLQUITT REGIONAL :MEDICAL 
CENTER: Dr. Michael D. Brown, Chief Medical Officer of Colquitt Regional Medical 
Center, presented details regarding the SARS-CoV-2 vaccines currently available. 

Dr. Brown declared that Colquitt County was seeing surges in infection rates higher than in 
April and May of the previous year. 

Regarding the vaccine itself, Dr. Brown noted that both Pfizer and Modema COVID 
vaccines were mRNA vaccines, meaning that the vaccine contained temporary genetic 
instructions known as messenger RNA (mRNA) regarding how to make a spike protein. Dr. 
Brown explained that the body's cells then utilized those instructions to make spike proteins, 
prompting your immune system to recognize those spike proteins and produce antibodies. 
Dr. Brown further noted that this would then make the body react similarly to any future 
coronavirus particle. 

Dr. Brown stated that you could not get coronavirus from the vaccine itself. 

Discussion ensued regarding immunity as well as current hospitalization and death rates. 

In closing, Dr. Brown thanked the Board for the opportunity to present. 
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BUDGET REVIEW: David Zeanah, Finance Director, briefly reviewed all major county 
financial funds, citing no issues or concerns. 

Mr. Cannon reviewed a list of financial indicators, inclusive of sales tax and various revenue 
comparisons. 

BOARD PREVIEW: County Administrator Chas Cannon presented an overview of 
upcoming agenda items to be previewed before the regular meeting of the board at 7:00 p.m. 

• Swearing - In of Commissioners - Mr. Cannon noted that Judge Wes Lewis would 
be in attendance to administer the oath of office to District 4 and District 6 
Commissioners Mike Boyd and Johnny Hardin. 

• Citizens Having Business - Mr. Cannon stated that both Katrina Stanfill and Gary 
Wilson had requested to be placed upon the agenda for the purpose of addressing the 
Commission. 

• Presentation of Chairman's Annual Appointments - At this point in the meeting, 
Mr. Cannon stated that Chairman Braswell would present his annual appointments 
for calendar year 2021. 

• Approval of Appointments for Professional Services - Mr. Cannon stated that the 
positions of County Attorney, County Physician I Medical Review Officer, and 
County Auditors were up for annual appointment. Mr. Cannon noted that Lester M. 
Castellow had served as County Attorney since 2007, Woody Weeks as County 
Physician I Medical Review Officer since 2014 and Carr, Riggs, and Ingram as the 
county's external auditing firm since 2016. 

• Approval of Appointment to Regional Commission - Mr. Cannon stated that 
although no applications had been received regarding the Non - Public Member 
vacancy on the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission, county and additional 
member appointments must still be made. Mr. Cannon noted that current 
appointees Paul Nagy and Barbara Grogan were both willing to continue serving. 

• Approval to Update Signatories on County Financial Accounts - Due to the annual 
rotation of Vice - Chairman, Mr. Cannon noted that county financial accounts 
would need to be updated to reflect the signatures of Chairman Braswell, Vice -
Chairman Paul Nagy, and the County Administrator. Upon approval by the Board, 
Mr. Cannon stated that county staff would procure the necessary paperwork to begin 
the process. 

• Approval of Payment of Invoice - Archway - Mr. Cannon presented an invoice, in 
the amount of $15,000.00, submitted by the University of Georgia for the county's 
portion of funding for the Archway Partnership in Colquitt County. Mr. Cannon 
noted that funding was included in the FY 20 - 21 General Fund budget for this 
expenditure. 
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• Approval of Estimated Contribution - ACCG Workers' Compensation - Mr. 
Cannon presented an invoice, in the amount of $312,976.00, submitted by the 
Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG) regarding the provision 
of workers' compensation insurance for 2021. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was 
included in the FY 20- 21 budget for the payment of this invoice. 

• Approval of HVAC Maintenance Agreement - Maintenance Department - Mr. 
Cannon presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of $39,786.27, 
submitted by Metropower, Inc. I ESS regarding the provision of HV AC 
maintenance at county facilities. Mr. Cannon noted that funding would be derived 
from the FY 20 - 21 General Fund budget. 

• Approval of Bid for Tracked Excavator - Roads & Bridges Department - Mr. 
Cannon presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of $227,950.00, 
submitted by Crosby Equipment Company regarding a Hyundai HX 300L tracked 
excavator to be utilized by the Roads & Bridges Department. Mr. Cannon noted 
that funding was included in 2019 SPLOST for this purchase. 

• Approval of Bid for Gooseneck Trailer - Roads & Bridges Department - Mr. 
Cannon presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of $15,108.80, 
submitted by Kaufman regarding the provision of a 15 ton gooseneck trailer to be 
utilized by the Roads & Bridges Department. 

• Approval of Bid for Wheel Loader - Solid Waste Department - Mr. Cannon 
presented the recommended bid, in the amount of $131,950.00, submitted by Crosby 
Equipment Company regarding a wheel loader with a waste handler package to be 
utilized at the county landfill. 

Mr. Cannon noted that although the bid from Crosby did not meet horsepower 
specifications, Stacy Griffin, Solid Waste Manager, still recommended the machine. 

Lester M. Castellow, County Attorney, stated that the bid not meeting specifications 
was an issue. 

Mr. Griffin stated that the machine had been utilized by his department during a test 
demonstration and he further stated that his employees preferred the machine. 

Mr. Griffin noted that he had experienced several issues with an existing John Deere 
loader. 

Rejecting all bids and soliciting new bids was thoroughly discussed. 

• Approval of Budget Amendment - Mr. Cannon presented an amendment to the 
current budget in order to transfer funding from reserves to remit payment for a CAT 
motor grader not included in the current budget. 
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• Approval to Commence Road Closure Procedures - Portion of C. W. Cooper Road -
Mr. Cannon stated that Commissioner DeMott had received a request from Jase 
Bass to close a portion ofC.W. Cooper Road due to safety and security concerns. 

Justin Cox, Chief Compliance Officer, stated that had discussed the issue of closing a portion 
of the road with neighboring property owners. 

• Other County Business - Mr. Cannon presented an item received after the agenda 
deadline: 

o Approval of Payment of Invoice - Southwest Georgia Regional Commission -
Mr. Cannon presented an invoice, in the amount of $7,811.38, submitted by the 
Southwest Georgia Regional Commission regarding the first quarter mandatory 
dues assessment for the agency. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was included in 
the FY 20 - 21 General Fund budget for this expenditure. 

ADl\flNISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon discussed the following 
issues to be brought to the Board's attention: 

o Voting & Elections 
o Centerline Striping List 
o Annexation of Parcels for new Public Works Building 
o Annual Planning Retreat 

Discussion ensued regarding the items presented. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Commissioner DeMott made a motion at 6:40 p.m. to go into 
Executive Session to discuss the acquisition of real estate. Commissioner Nagy made a 
second. The motion carried unanimously. (An affidavit, as required by Georgia Law, was 
executed by all Board members present stating under oath that the subject matter of the 
closed meeting was devoted to the matter within the exception provided by law and 
identified the specific relevant exception as provided by law. The affidavit is hereby made a 
portion of the minutes by reference thereto.) 

REGULAR SESSION: Commissioner Nagy made the motion at 6:54 p.m. to reconvene 
into Regular Session. Commissioner DeMott made a second. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES: Commissioner DeMott made 
the motion to approve the minutes of the aforementioned Executive Session. Commissioner 
Nagy made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 
p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

~/4~ 
Denver Braswell 
Chairman 



AFFIDAVIT 
This is to certify that the Colquitt County Board of Commissioners 

Id xecutive SessioPi Q Meeting (closed m eeting) on 
\ .!.LJ.~i..u..J..6.i!!~ ........... -4----'-l~?.~, at ~ 1. 4 _ o'clock a.m./p.m. The majority 

orum present voted in the open meeting to go into 
Executive Session (closed meeting). The subject matter discussed 
was applicable under the following code section(s): 

___ O.C. .K. 50-14-2(1) - Consultation with a n attorney regarding 
ding or potent ia l legal action. 

_ __ O.C.G.A. 50-14-3( 4) - Discussion of future acquisition of real estate. 
(Notice was given as required and minutes taken.) 

___ O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(6) - Discussion of personnel matters. 

I further certify that the subject matter of the Executive Session (closed 
meeting) was devoted to matters within the exception provided by law and 
the above checked i ntifies the specific relevant exception. 

This c;;4h day of , 'J{l? J . 


